Dear

I am writing to urge you to oppose the government’s proposals to dispose of Forestry Commission forests in England. These proposals represent a great loss of amenity for the millions of British people who visit the national forest estate every week and wish to continue their enjoyment of it.

The true value of the forests can be glimpsed in the renewable energy programmes that are starting to develop on the forest estate, not only in renewable fuel and products from wood but also using the forests as a location for windfarms and hydro schemes. Valuing the forests on historic cashflows fails to take account of these new opportunities and of their wider potential as a public resource. For example, a recent study by economists CJC Consulting
 suggests that simply promoting greater use of the forests for exercise could save the NHS up to £1.44 billion. 
The great majority of woodland in England is privately owned. It is a great amenity for society. But it does not in any way deliver the scale of benefits, innovation and professional management that we see in the public forests. Britain, one of the least wooded countries in the world is widely respected and contributes greatly to international forest policy because its stewardship of its own forests gives it credibility across the globe. 
The public deeply values the national forest estate as a resource for future generations. We are and will continue to be a wealthy country. Long after the sins of the bankers have been forgotten we will regret the loss of a national treasure if we sell our public forests. 
The public fears for the forests and this is why huge numbers have already signed an online petition opposing any sell off.

https://secure.38degrees.org.uk/page/contribute/save-our-forests 

The powers to affect this national asset strip are shortly to be debated in the Public Bodies Reform Bill. This legislation weakens Parliament’s oversight and gives unprecedented power to the Executive. It is a bad bill that will do great harm to our countryside. I urge you to oppose it.
Yours faithfully,
� Measuring Health Benefits of Greenspace in Economic Terms, Chapter 13, ‘Forests Trees and Human Health, Novermber 2010, Eds Nilsson, Sangster et al. Springer. 





